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Group TAP Assignment Description

Overview

This assignment is designed to help you exercise your theory application skills. After watching the documentary “Food Inc.” you will work in small groups to develop a dialogue between three classical theorists we have covered in class. These theorists will be engaging in a panel discussion of a screening of the film. You should submit a written version of your group dialogue via email to me before class begins on Tuesday, October 15. Detailed instructions for each step of this project are provided below.

Step 1: Watch Food Inc. 

This documentary will be shown in class on Tuesday, October 8. Take very good notes as you watch. Consider how the classical theorists we have covered in class (Marx, Weber, Gramsci, Durkheim, or Du Bois) would make sense of the problems being presented.

.

Step 2 : Develop your Dialogue

Your task is to develop a dialogue between three classical theorists. You may select from the following theorists: Marx, Weber, Gramsci, Durkheim, or Du Bois). Please note that you should not use Ritzer or Goffman in your dialogue. The setting for the dialogue is a post-film discussion by these leading scholars. In other words, pretend these theorists were invited to give their commentary after a screening of this documentary. Within the conversation you develop, the following components should be present:

1. Using the voices of these thinkers, you should introduce and explain at least one (ideally two) key concepts from each theorist in your dialogue. Rely on your class notes and textbook chapters to present these concepts accurately and in your own words. Demonstration of your ability to apply the work of these theorists to a real-life issue will count for 70% of your grade on this assignment.

2. This should be an exchange. The theorists should ask questions of one another or even argue with one another. The audience should clearly be able to identify key differences in the theorists’ perspectives. The creativity you demonstrate in constructing the dialogue, and the liveliness of the debate, will count for 20% of your grade.

3. Proof-read your papers. Overall presentation of your work (grammar, spelling, etc.) will count for 10% of your grade on this assignment.

4. I recommend that each group member take on a key role in the project. For example, one member needs to be in charge of typing out the dialogue as you work together. Another group member should be in charge of proof-reading the dialogue before it is turned in. And specific group members might be tasked with taking a lead role in developing the words of each theorist. Please note that all group members are responsible for approving the paper before it is submitted. I will not assign different individual grades based on pieces of the paper.
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